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The early documented history of Langcliffe, Settle, now includes about 30 full wills up to 1688 which include two inventories for Leonard Carr (1696) and Thomas Geldard (1687). These have been fully transcribed with early English spelling in most cases. 

The documents charting the transfer of Langcliffe from Henry VIII after the Dissolution of Sawley Abbey to the Darcy family, deposited mainly at TNA, have been collected and some have been transcribed. These include the request to purchase and  Licence to alienate the manors of Langcliffe and Nappay, and papers concerning loans of money to Nicholas Darcy by Richard Cuttes, Raphael Pemberton , Lawrence Atwill and Henry Billingsley. The default of repayment led to the sale of the manor of Langcliffe to nine feoffees. Many examples of the sale documents of 1591/2  have been transcribed using original spelling. Following this sale further land transfers were made to sitting tenants and others in the next decades and many of these have been transcribed into modern English. Documents from TNA, Skipton (Raistrick collection), Northallerton (family papers), and the Borthwick Institute have been obtained. More papers of this type at Sheepscar in Leeds await transcription.
A collection of about 300 wills of families in North Craven has been made by Reg Postlethwaite and these are currently being transcribed using modern spelling. They range from mid-1500s to 1700's. About half have been done so far (July 2005). They are not a random selection but may prove to be a satisfactory typical selection. Some are abstracts rather than full copies.
Another collection of papers concerning a local site has recently been obtained and it is hoped to work on these later in the year.

The early wills of vicars and chantry priests at Giggleswick Church (1412 to 1719) have been collected and are being translated and transcribed.

In this work use has been made of voice recognition computer software which generally has been found satisfactory and speeds up the transcription process. However, spelling is modern English and care is needed in checking for mistakes. Eventually, in a year or two, all this material will be available in electronic format. Some is available now on request but possibly needing further corrections or additions concerning illegible or uncertain words.
